Tosk QOverview

Introduction

The CWRA employs direct measures of skills in
which students perform cognitively demanding
Performance Tasks from which quality of response
is scored.

CWRA measures are administered online
and contain open-ended prompts that require
constructed responses. There are no multiple choice

questions.

CWRA tasks require that students integrate critical
thinking, analytic reasoning, problem solving,

and written communication skills. The holistic
integration of these skills on the CWRA rtasks
mirrors the requirements of serious thinking and

writing tasks faced in life outside of the classroom.

SOV YO AT A Ay it 0 £
SR AV OWRA Inshighiongd Hemerd { L

N



@ Task Owverview oo b !E:.r.',,g,'e

Example Questions

Excmple Performance Task

Example Document Library

You advise Pat Williams, the president
of DynaTech, a company that makes
precision electronic instruments and
navigational equipment. Sally Evans,

a member of DynaTech’s sales force,
recommended that Dynadlech buy a
small private plane (a SwiftAir 235)
that she and other members of the
sales force could use to visit customers.
Pat was about to approve the purchase
when there was an accident involving
a SwiftAir 235. Your document library

contains the following materials:

Newspaper article about the accident

Federal Accident Report on in-flight
breakups in single-engine planes

Internal Correspondence (Pat’s e-mail
to you and Sally’s e-mail to Pat)

Charts relating vo SwiftAir’s
performance characteristics

Excerpt from magazine article
comparing SwiftAir 235 to similar
planes

Pictures and descriptions of SwiftAir
Models 180 and 235

Do the available data tend to support
or refute the claim that the type of wing
on the SwiftAir 235 leads to more in-

flight breakups?
‘What is the basis for your conclusion?

What other factors might have
contributed to the accident and should
be taken into account?

What is your preliminary
recommendation about whether
or not DynaTech should buy the
plane and what is the basis for this

recommendation?
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@ Scoring Criteria {coriinued)

Assessing Critical Thinking,
Analytic Reasoning and
Problem Solving

Evaluation of evidence Andlysis and synthesis of evidence

How well does the student assess the quality and relevance How well does the student analyze and synthesize data and

of evidence, including: information, including:

Determining what information is or is not pertinent to
the task at hand

Distinguishing between rational claims and emotional

ones, fact from opinion

Recognizing the ways in which the evidence might be
limited or compromised

Spotting deception and holes in the arguments of others

Considering all sources of evidence

Presenting his/her own analysis of the data or
information (rather than “as is”)

Committing or failing to recognize logical flaws (c.g.
distinguishing correlation from causation)

Breaking down the evidence into its component parts

Drawing connections between discrete sources of data
and information

» Attending to contradictory, inadequate or ambiguous

information

Drawing conclusions Acknowledging alternative explanations/viewpoints

How well does the student form a conclusion from his/her How well does the student acknowledge additional

analysis, including:

perspectives and consider other options, including:
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Constructing cogent arguments rooted in data/
information rather than speculation/opinion

Sclecting the strongest set of supporting data
Prioritizing components of the argument
Avoiding overstated or understated conclusions

Identifying holes in the evidence and subsequently
suggesting additional information that might resolve the

issue
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*  Recognizing that the problem is complex with no clear
answer
Proposing other options and weighing them in the
decision
Considering all stakeholders or affected partics in
suggesting a course of action

Qualifying responses and acknowledging the need
for additional information in making an absolute

determination
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Assessing Writing

Presentation

Inferest

How clear and concise is the argument ? Does the student...

Clearly articulate the argument and the context for that
argu.ment

Correctly and precisely use evidence to defend the
argument

Comprehensibly and coherently present evidence

Persuasiveness

How well does the student defend the argument? Docs the

student...

Effectively present evidence in support of the argument

Draw thoroughly and extensively from the available
range of evidence

Analyze the evidence in addition to simply presenting it

Consider counterarguments and address weaknesses in

his/her own argument

How well does the student maintain the reader’s interest?

Does the...

Student use creative and engaging examples or
descriptions

Structure, syntax and organization add to the interest of
their writing
Student use colorful but relevant metaphors, similes, etc.

Writing engage the reader
Whiting leave the reader thinking

Development

How effective is the structure? Does the student...

Logically and cohesively organize the argument

Avoid extraneous elerments in the argument’s
development

Present evidence in an order that contributes to a
persuasive and coherent argument

Mechanics
What is the quality of the student’s writing?

Are vocabulary and punctuation used correctly
Is the student’s understanding of grammar strong

Is the sentence structure basic, or more complex and
creative
Does the student use proper transitions

*  Are the paragraphs structured logically and effectively
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