[bookmark: _GoBack]From: Cave, Cynthia (DOE) [mailto:Cynthia.Cave@doe.virginia.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 4:43 PM
To: Matthew Haas <mhaas@k12albemarle.org>
Cc: Robbins, Zachary (DOE) <Zachary.Robbins@doe.virginia.gov>
Subject: Albemarle's request for a waiver from wieghting AP and IB courses on transcripts
Hello Matt,
We have had the opportunity to read the materials you sent concerning Albemarle’s profile of a graduate, the waiver of the Board’s regulatory requirement for weighted AP and IB courses in 8VAC20-131-50, and the brochure you have prepared to inform students and parents about procedures and options for high school students.  The school division’s plan is a good example of how the Profile of a Virginia Graduate and the new graduation requirements can be implemented, as well as an example to your division’s commitment to providing new opportunities to students .  I have shared the materials with Dr. Staples and Dr. Constantino.
In order to receive a waiver from the weighting requirement, the division superintendent and the chairman of the school board must submit a request to the Board of Education, as indicated from Code section 22.1-253.13:3.H. below.
H. Any school board may request the Board of Education for release from state regulations or, on behalf of one or more of its schools, for approval of an Individual School Accreditation Plan for the evaluation of the performance of one or more of its schools as authorized for certain other schools by the Standards of Accreditation pursuant to 8VAC20-131-280 C of the Virginia Administrative Code. Waivers of regulatory requirements may be granted by the Board of Education based on submission of a request from the division superintendent and chairman of the local school board. The Board of Education may grant, for a period up to five years, a waiver of regulatory requirements that are not (i) mandated by state or federal law or (ii) designed to promote health or safety. The school board shall provide in its waiver request a description of how the releases from state regulations are designed to increase the quality of instruction and improve the achievement of students in the affected school or schools. The Department of Education shall provide (a) guidance to any local school division that requests releases from state regulations and (b) information about opportunities to form partnerships with other agencies or entities to any local school division in which the school or schools granted releases from state regulations have demonstrated improvement in the quality of instruction and the achievement of students. 
The request can be sent in a letter form to the President of the Board of Education, with a copy to the Superintendent of Public Instruction and also to me.   The Policy Office can place the information in a Board agenda format, and we can schedule the item for a Board business meeting, which representatives of Albemarle County will attend.  Your, or your superintendent, or your board chair/member, would actually present the item after an introduction by the Policy Office.   The materials you sent indicate that all Albemarle ninth graders will be required to take a credit-bearing elective course.  This additional graduation requirement beyond the Standards of Accreditation will also have to be approved by the Board of Education through the same process as provided in 8VAC20-131-50 and the Board’s SOA guidance (page 6).  You might want to combine both requests under one item as part of implementation of the Albemarle Profile of a Graduate, as well as the Board’s Profile. 
Give me a call, and we can discuss how this would work.
Cynthia A. Cave, Ph.D.
Assistant Superintendent, Division of Policy and Communications
Virginia Department of Education
804-225-2092

