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School Name 
Review Update



School Board Directive to the 
Superintendent
On October 25, 2018, the School Board directed the Superintendent to:

Add school 
division values to 
the criteria for 
naming school 
buildings and 
facilities.

Review the names of 
all schools in the 
division named after 
individuals, and how 
faithful those 
designations are to 
the values of our 
school division.

Report 
recommendations to 
the Board for 
changing the names 
of schools that are 
inconsistent with our 
values.



Strategic Plan: Learning for All

Our learners are engaged in authentic, challenging, 
and relevant learning experiences, becoming 
lifelong contributors and leaders in our dynamic 
and diverse society.

VISION

Working together as a team, we will end the 
predictive value of race, class, gender, and special 
capacities for our children’s success through 
high-quality teaching and learning for all. We seek 
to build relationships with families and communities 
to ensure that every student succeeds.

We will know every student.

MISSION

● Equity
● Excellence
● Family and Community
● Wellness

VALUES

GOALS
Thriving Students

Equitable, Transformative Resources

Affirming and Empowering Communities



ACPS Anti-Racism policy 
Albemarle County School Board 
Policy ACC Anti-Racism states 
“The Albemarle County School 

Board (“Board”) and the Albemarle 
County Public Schools (“Division”) 

reject all forms of racism as 
destructive to the Division’s 

mission, vision, values, and goals.”



Individual Racism  

Is pre-judgment, bias, or discrimination by an 
individual based on race.  Individual racism 
includes both privately held beliefs, conscious 
and unconscious, and external behaviors and 
actions towards others.
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Institutional Racism  

Occurs within institutions and organizations, 
such as schools, that adopt and maintain 
policies, practices, and procedures that often 
unintentionally produce inequitable 
outcomes for people of color and 
advantages for white people.
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Systemic/Structural Racism  

Encompasses the history and current reality of 
institutional racism across all institutions and 
society -- It refers to the history, culture, 
ideology, and interactions of institutions and 
policies that perpetuate a system of inequity 
that is detrimental to communities of color.
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Past School Name Reviews: School Board Actions

Paul H. Cale Elementary ➤ Mountain View Elementary 
Mortimer Y. Sutherland Middle  ➤ Lakeside Middle 

Virginia L. Murray Elementary ➤ Virginia L. Murray Elementary 

Charter Public School ➤ Community Lab School 
Jack Jouett Middle ➤ Journey Middle 

Broadus Wood Elementary ➤ Broadus Wood Elementary

Mary Carr Greer Elementary ➤Mary Carr Greer Elementary

Meriwether Lewis Elementary School ➤ Ivy Elementary 



Past School Name Reviews: School Board Actions

Baker-Butler Elementary ➤ Baker-Butler Elementary 
Joseph T. Henley Middle  ➤ Joseph T. Henley Middle 

Stone-Robinson Elementary ➤ Stone-Robinson Elementary 

Jackson P. Burley Middle ➤ Jackson P. Burley Middle



School 
Name Review 

Process 
Changes

 Staff Research/Recommendation ➤Board Directive
Upon direction from the Superintendent, a staff 
designee shall (a) provide research to the School Board 
about the individual for whom the school is named so 
that the School Board may determine whether the 
existing school name aligns with the current vision, 
mission, and values of the School Board; and (b) present 
a recommendation to the School Board as to whether 
the current name should retained or changed.

Board Directive ➤ Retention or Review
The School Board will determine whether to retain the 
current name or rename the school. Names of individual(s) 
will not be considered in the renaming process.

Name Review ➤ Community Process

Advisory Committee, Surveys, Public Meetings
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Remaining Schools for Review

2

Agnor-Hurt Elementary

Opened in 1992; Named after County 
Executive Guy B. Agnor Jr. (1929-1996) and 
AHS Principal Benjamin Hurt (1918-2018)

1
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Leslie H. Walton Middle
Founded in 1974. The school was named 
for Leslie H. Walton (1906-1970) , an ACPS 

Superintendent.
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● Daily Progress
● Interviews
● Obituaries
● School Board Minutes
● Scottsville Museum
● Board of Supervisors Minutes
● Yearbooks
● Albemarle-Charlottesville Historical Society
● Albemarle’s Black Classrooms-Lorenzo Dickerson
● School Board commissioned research by Shelly Murphy, Jean L. Cooper and April Burns

Sources



● Opened in 1974, the school was named after ACPS School Board Chair 
Leslie Hughes Walton, who died of a heart attack one year into his term. 
Some sources incorrectly identify his father, Rev. Leslie Harvey Walton as 
the namesake. Rev. Walton is recognized for his service as Pastor of 
Scottsville Baptist Church, and for bringing the Boy Scouts to Scottsville.

● Leslie Hughes Walton (1906-1970) was born in Fork Union. His father 
was Reverend Leslie Harvey Walton (Scottsville Baptist Church). He 
married Lady Boggs in 1940. Known as a “Lifelong Democrat” he 
unsuccessfully ran for statewide office in 1967. Walton taught at 
Greenwood School early in his career, was the principal of Scottsville 
High School,  took the role of Assistant Superintendent and served as 
Clerk of the School Board in 1947, working closely with his best friend, 
Paul Cale. On Cale’s retirement in 1969 he became Superintendent.  
According to the Daily Progress on July 12, 1970, “Those who knew them 
and observed them working together were continually struck by their 
singlemindedness of purpose.”   

● Additional RESEARCH indicates equity, excellence, family and community 
and wellness are demonstrated in the public record with respect to Mr. 
Walton. 

Leslie Hughes Walton Middle

Est. 1974



Daily Progress, 2/29/1962

Daily Progress, 7/12/1970



Daily Progress 
7/14/1970

Having completed his 
Master’s Thesis at Duke on 

school buildings, Walton was 
very involved in the 

construction and 
maintenance of schools. 



“What’s With These New School 
Buildings?”

On Tuesday, April 19, 1966 Walton 
presented a talk on the newly constructed 
schools and took questions afterward from 
the floor, which largely were focused on 
integration.  Walton’s responses, which he 
noted were his personal opinions, clearly 
align with our current vision, mission and 
values.



Daily Progress, April 20, 1966







Recommendation

RETAIN

● Leslie H. Walton  Middle

RESEARCH

● Agnor-Hurt Elementary

REVIEW

To be determined 
by School Board


